St Ives Uniting Church

12 November 2023

Pentecost 24

Call to worship and welcome
Hymn: 143 Immortal, invisible
Prayers of adoration and confession

Responsive reading: Psalm 70

1 Hasten, O God, to save me;
come quickly, Lord, to help me.

2 May those who want to take my life
be put to shame and confusion;

may all who desire my ruin
be turned back in disgrace.

3May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
turn back because of their shame.

4But may all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you;

may those who long for your saving help always say,
“The Lord is great!”

SBut as for me, | am poor and needy;
come quickly to me, O God.

You are my help and my deliverer;
Lord, do not delay.

Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’s word of grace: “Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God



Hymn: 717 Give thanks
Slideshow: The 60" Anniversary service
Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 Jenny Huckson
Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He
summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they
presented themselves before God.

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham
and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods.
3But | took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and
led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants.

4 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt,
and serve the Lord. ® But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you,
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord.”

8 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to
serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and
our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed
those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey
and among all the nations through which we travelled. '8 And the Lord
drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in
the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a
holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your
sins. 2°If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and
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bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to
you.”

21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.”

22Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you
have chosen to serve the Lord.”

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

23“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among
you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and
obey him.”

25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at
Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Matthew 25:1-13 John Huckson
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish
and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take
any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with
their lamps. °® The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all
became drowsy and fell asleep.

©“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him?’

"“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. & The foolish
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9“No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And
the door was shut.

11“|_ater the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,” they said, ‘open the door for
us!



12“But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | don’t know you.’

13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Sermon: Wise or foolish?

Hymn: 626 Lord of creation

Offering and prayer

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer Beth Dulin
Hymn: 52 Let us sing to the God of salvation

Benediction

Sung blessing: Now unto him who is able to keep

Postlude Pianist Deb Marshall



